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January 22, 2009

Senator [Name]
P O Box 404[District Number]
Olympia WA 98504-04[District Number]
Representative [Name]
P O Box 40600

Olympia WA 98504-0600

Dear Senator/Representative [Name]:
I am [your name], a [donor/ volunteer] to Washington State Court Appointed Special Advocates (WaCASA), and am a constituent in the [your district number] district. 

It is with serious concern over the proposed Governor’s budget, which has eliminated all state funding (funded through CTED) for Washington State CASA that I write to you. Please help to support Washington State CASA by writing to your Ways and Means Committee Chair and requesting that the current level of funding to WaCASA ($628,000 for the biennium) be restored. WaCASA provides essential technical assistance, trainings, and volunteer recruitment and retention support to local CASA programs, which allows for the continued fiscally efficient and socially sound services provided by CASA volunteers. 

Although WaCASA’s funding has been drastically cut, I’d like to thank you for your continued support of local CASA program funding. 

According to state (RCW 13.34.100) and federal (Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act) law, it’s mandated that all children in dependency have a Guardian ad Litem (GAL) to represent their best interests in court. CASA volunteers fulfill that mandate, and at a much lesser cost to the state than other alternatives; in 2007, CASA volunteers donated approximately 350,000 hours of service to dependent children, representing a community value of over $17 million. 

Thank you for your leadership on behalf of Washington’s most vulnerable population;  With your help, we can continue to focus our efforts on ensuring that every dependent child in Washington has a trained volunteer advocate to guide them until they are in a safe and permanent home. 

Sincerely,

[your name]
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